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CHARACTERS:  

Scene 1:  

• BEN ( 29 YEARS OLD)  

• BAKI (26 YEARS OLD) 

Scene 2: 

• BAKI (26 YEARS OLD)  

• BEN (29 YEARS OLD) 

• ZEINA (24 YEARS OLD)  

Scene 3:  

• BAKI (26 YEARS OLD)  

• ZEINA (24 YEARS OLD)  

• BEN (29 YEARS OLD) 
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Intro: 

Welcome to Learning by Ear and the second episode of our series about 

urban exodus, called "Against the Current". We're following the adventures of 

three young graduates who are looking for job prospects outside the city. 

Ben is 29 years old and has resigned from the civil service to fulfill his dream 

of putting his skills to the service of villagers. He has decided to go back to 

his village to set up a cooperative with his childhood friends Zeina and Baki. 

Zeina is an economist and Baki is a sociologist. They love each other. Since 

graduating they have only had temping jobs. Baki is doing everything he can 

to emigrate to the United States. He hopes Zeina will join him as soon as he 

has a stable job. But Zeina doesn't think exile will bring salvation.  

In this second episode, we'll find out how Zeina tries to convince her 

boyfriend Baki to get involved in Ben's adventurous business plans. The 

three start looking into the project seriously. 

 

Scene 1: In town. Early afternoon at Café Hope. 

BEN, BAKI 

1. ATMO BAR ATMOSPHERE: DANCE MUSIC, SNIPPETS OF 

CONVERSATION, NOISE OF BOTTLES AND GLASSES 

2. BEN  (SHOUTING) Baki! Baki! 

3. SFX  RAPID STEPS APPROACHING (BAKI, INDOORS) 

4. SFX HANDS CLAPPING 

5. BAKI Hi Ben, I was looking for you in our usual place. 
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6. BEN We're far away from the speakers here. At least we'll be 

able to hear each other. 

7. BAKI Yes, you're right.  

8. SFX NOISE OF A CHAIR BEING MOVED (IN CAFE) 

9. BAKI (sighing) ... Ah, finally!  

10. BEN You're out of breath. Are you OK? 

11. BAKI I spent hours at the photographer's. He was supposed to 

give me the photos at half past seven. But he really took 

his time. I had to run so as not to be late. And I haven't 

even got them (sighing). But he promised to give them to 

me in half an hour.  

12. BEN What are the photos for?  

13. BAKI I'm taking part in the green card lottery so I can go to the 

United States. Today's the deadline. Where's Zeina?  

14. BEN I thought you would come together. 

15. BAKI I can't believe it! 

16. BEN It's not like her to stand people up. Did you read my plan? 

What do you think of it?  

17. BAKI Listen, I don't have much time. I have to pick up the photos 

and then I have to go back to the cybercafé before lunch. 

Let's go to Zeina's to save time. 

18. BEN Ok! Let's go! 
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19. SFX STEPS GOING AWAY (BEN, BAKI, INDOORS) 

 

----- MUSIC ----- 

Scene 2: In town at Zeina's home 

ZEINA, BEN, BAKI. 

20. ZEINA I'm sorry guys. I've got malaria. I hope you weren't waiting 

for me. 

21. BAKI Have you taken anything?  

22. ZEINA Yes, two more days and I'll be fine, but I’m feeling good 

already. Have a seat Ben! 

23. SFX NOISE OF A CHAIR BEING MOVED 

24. BEN Thank you. 

25. ZEINA Well, now we're all together. 

26. BEN Baki, I'm dying to know what you think of this project. 

27. ZEINA Me too. 

28. BAKI Well, to begin with I'm impressed. To come up with such a 

project and try to put it into practice in this country. That 

takes more than courage!  

29. ZEINA Don't you think it's doable?   

30. BAKI Considering all the barriers in this country… Where do you 

find the strength to do anything in all this chaos?   
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31. BEN Have we got any other choice in our situation?  

32. ZEINA Our generation has only one choice – to take things into our 

hands here or take the lazy route of exile. 

33. BAKI It's not laziness that pushes people to go looking for a better 

life elsewhere! And those who are deluded find out fast 

enough that it's a difficult route with unimaginable obstacles. 

34. BEN Exactly! I'm ready to put a lot of effort into this project, but 

here. I belong here.  

35. BAKI And you say it very well, but a business plan should be less 

poetic and more sober.  

36. ZEINA What about the contents? What do you think about that? 

37. BAKI I'm coming to that now. A business plan has to have clear 

and precise answers to certain questions. That's not the 

case right now. 

38. ZEINA So is it a bad project or what?  

39. BAKI Imagine we're in a meeting. I'll ask you a series of 

questions. And then I'll be able to develop the project. 

40. ZEINA Do you mean you don't feel concerned? 

41. BAKI I think we need this distance… Wait a second! 

42. SFX MOBILE PHONE RINGING 

43. BAKI (on the phone) Hello? …. OK, very well! …. I'll be there 

straightaway.  
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(to Zeina and Ben) I've got something urgent to do…   

44. SFX   STEPS GOING AWAY (BAKI, INDOORS) 

45. BAKI  (going away) Let's meet up in the park near the 

cybercafé… it's calm there… in 20 minutes?  

46. ZEINA (shouting) Baki where are you going?  

(to Ben) What is he up to?  

47. BEN  (evasively) Er… I have no idea… photos or something. 

Come on, let's think about this project a bit as we walk. 

 

------- MUSIC ------ 

Scene 3: In the park 

ZEINA, BEN, BAKI 
 

48. ATMO Park. Calm atmosphere. Birds singing 

49. ZEINA I'm sure it will all work out. And I hope we'll be able to 

persuade Baki… 

50. BAKI (from a distance) Zeina, Ben, are you ready? 

51. BEN Oh there you are Baki! Yes, let's sit down on here on the 

grass and start. 

52. BAKI (sitting down on the grass) This is the first time by the 

way that I lead such a project analysis on my own, from A to 

Z… (in a professional tone) So what's the point of the 

project?  
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53. BEN To begin with there are three premises. Firstly, almost all the 

young people from our village who have got good 

qualifications are here in the capital – unemployed and 

without any prospects for the future. They have skills that 

are not being exploited. Secondly, at home in the village our 

relatives are struggling against the elements with inefficient 

methods and pitiful resources. So – thirdly - the result is 

poverty and not enough to eat. 

54. ZEINA But no-one is really doing anything to change matters. 

55. BEN It's not fair to say that. However, I do agree that whatever is 

being done is not bringing any radical change. 

56. BAKI OK. That's what's behind the project – your motivation. But 

what is it all about? What exactly do you want to do?   

57. BEN I want to set up an agricultural cooperative with a team of 

young graduates so that we can put our skills to the service 

of the village. 

58. BAKI (in a professional tone) What will the cooperative do? 

59. BEN It will sell our expertise to the villagers so they can use 

efficient methods, which are both profitable and better for 

the environment. 

60. BAKI (in a professional tone) What will be the ideal result if the 

project goes as planned?  

61. BEN The cooperative members will do their jobs within a context 

that is both paid and rewarding. 
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62. ZEINA Agricultural production and the commercialization of 

products will be better. There will be no more food 

shortages. Living standards will be better. 

63. BEN And the intensified agricultural production will not be 

detrimental to the environment. 

64. ZEINA This will all give better access to basic human rights. 

65. BEN Individuals and the community as a whole will be able to 

develop and become more dignified. 

66. BAKI (in a professional tone) How are you planning on meeting 

these objectives? 

67. ZEINA We need to find supporters first. 

68. BEN I'm thinking of both of you, too. The three of us have all the 

main skills between us. But the law also stipulates certain 

conditions. We'll need other people on the team. 

69. ZEINA But first of all we have to come up with a real business plan. 

70. BAKI (in a professional tone) What resources are you planning 

to tap into?   

71. BEN We need fields, material and money. But I don’t know how 

much yet… 

72. BAKI (in a professional tone) Where will you find these 

resources?  

73. BEN We'll find them! 

74. BAKI (in a professional tone) That's not an acceptable answer. 



Deutsche Welle - Learning by Ear 2010 Urban Exodus Ep.2 

 9/12 

 

75. ZEINA I don't think the question is fair. 

76. BAKI Really? 

77. ZEINA It's the logic of certain false NGOs, which only exist to 

launder stolen money. This is not about finding the means 

before the project but vice versa!  

78. BEN We'll find the means! I don't know where, yet. But I know 

one thing – a good project that is defended by people with 

skills and conviction always gets realized. 

79. ZEINA We have to get away from all this consumer logic. The 

search for resources is part of all serious projects. 

80. BEN We especially need the support of the villagers. 

81. BAKI (in a professional tone) What makes you think you can 

realize the project in the long-term?  

82. BEN We've got a lot of advantages. The cooperative will only 

have qualified and motivated members. 

83. ZEINA The legal form of the cooperative is also an advantage. It's 

easy to manage and not expensive. 

84. BEN  And its structure will quickly be operational. 

85. ZEINA  Cooperatives have proven their efficiency everywhere. 

86. BAKI That's not true! In Africa, agricultural cooperatives have met 

with nothing but failure. 
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87. ZEINA Baki! You know that they failed because the cooperatives 

had been created by states and not by individuals… And the 

state never stopped interfering in their affairs. 

88. BEN Resulting in no internal democracy or independent 

management. Yet, this is the minimum requirement for a 

real cooperative organization. We would be at the roots and 

helm of our initiative. 

89. ZEINA I think the villagers will go for it, as will organizations 

interested in young business entrepreneurs, the rural world 

and the struggle against poverty. 

90. BAKI  (in a professional tone) The cooperative is defined as a 

grouping of experts proposing their services to the villagers. 

Does this clientele really want the proposed services?  

91. BEN Nothing will convince me of the opposite! 

92. BAKI (in a professional tone) Maybe, but I need facts that can 

be verified objectively. If there is demand, it also needs to 

be solvent. Can the villagers pay for these services and do 

they want to? Is it fair and motivating? 

93. BEN To begin with, we won't earn much money, that's for sure. 

But at least we'll be helping our village. And that cannot be 

priced. 

94. BAKI (in a professional tone) There's another problem. Who will 

finance the cooperative at the beginning?  

95. BEN I've saved some money. 
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96. ZEINA Me too, I can contribute. 

97. BAKI (in his normal tone of voice) OK, now I can write up a 

business plan. But we'll have to go to the village to test its 

feasibility and viability.  

98. ZEINA Will you come with us?  

99. BAKI (offended) Do I look like someone who would let you down? 

100. BEN Stop, please! 

101. BAKI You've given me a task. It's not finished. I plan to bring it to 

an end. Unless that bothers you! 

102. ZEINA No Baki! ...I am really happy that you are investing your time 

in the project. 

103. BAKI Ok! Please excuse me! ... I have to go now. 

104. BEN Yes, of course! Thank you very much!  

105. BAKI Zeina, I'll be back soon! 

106. SFX STEPS GOING AWAY RAPIDLY (BAKI, PARK) 

107. ZEINA  Ben, do you know what he's up to? Please tell me what he's 

doing! 

108. BEN (sighing) He's going to the cybercafé. He wants to take part 

in the green card lottery so he can go to the US. 

109. ZEINA And you let him go? 

110. SFX FAST STEPS GOING AWAY (ZEINA, PARK) 
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111. BEN Zeina! Zeina…! 

 

Outro: 

That's how Learning by Ear ends today. Thank you for tuning into the second 

episode of our series "Urban Exodus - Against the Current". 

Don't miss the next episode to find out how the villagers like Ben, Baki and 

Zeina's project.  

If you want to listen to this program again or give us any feedback visit our 

website www.dw-world.de/lbe or send us an email at lbe@dw-world.de. 

 

Don't forget to tune in next time!  

 

END OF EPISODE 2 


