
Free Media.  
Free Expression. 
Free Societies.





DW Akademie has been promoting freedom of expression and 
access to information worldwide for more than 50 years. We do 
this in ways that carefully reflect the situation on the ground, 
with activities ranging from holding peace journalism workshops 
in South Sudan to establishing a journalism studies program in 
Bolivia and supporting local radio stations in Tunisia. Together 
with our partners, we continue to develop new paths for freedom 
of expression, whether this means creating opportunities for Rus-
sian and Ukrainian journalists to work together or helping create 
an independent press council in Myanmar 

At DW Akademie, we believe flourishing democracies need a 
vibrant media sector and free access to information. After all, 
better informed people make better decisions. This belief is what 
drives us and is what we stand for. 

We have been supporting freedom of expression since our launch 
in 1965 as the Deutsche Welle Training Center. We began training 
radio journalists from Rwanda; today, DW Akademie’s consultants, 
trainers and media experts help journalists, media workers and 
political actors in some 50 countries throughout the world. 

We are the strategic partner of Germany’s Federal Ministry for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development. We also have cooperation 
projects with the German Federal Foreign Office, the European 
Union and the United Nations.

Free Media. 
Free expression. 
Free societies.
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DW Akademie’s innovative digital strategy promotes digital par-
ticipation and freedom of expression for all. At the core of work 
is Article 19 of the UN’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
which states that everyone has the right to freedom of expres-
sion and access to information. Functioning media systems are an 
essential part of realizing Article 19. By supporting local radio sta-
tions, open media laws and media viability, DW Akademie is con-
tributing to this fundamental human right. 

Free and open media systems are more important, but more diffi-
cult to achieve, than ever before. On the one hand, media content 
and information available on social networks are being used as 
tools for information warfare, with sometimes fatal consequences. 
At the same time, authoritarian governments are using censor-
ship and propaganda to hinder the flow of independent and critical 
information. 

But it’s also possible to seize the opportunities of the digital age to 
counter misinformation. As Internet access increases, skilled users 
can motivate others to make a difference. 

DW Akademie’s #mediadev site showcases practical examples and 
experiences relating to freedom of expression and media develop-
ment. Our Digital Innovation Library presents innovative projects 
around the world that are using digital technologies to strengthen 
freedom of expression. 

UsinG neW Media. 
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... to freedom of opinion 
and expression; this right 
includes freedom to hold 
opinions without interfer-
ence and to seek, receive 
and impart information 
and ideas through any 
media and regardless of 
frontiers.

Article 19 of the Uni-
versAl DeclArAtion of 
hUmAn rights 

eVerYone 
Has tHe 
riGHt

200 countries
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experts

2.518 datasets
for 

50 Our ideals 

We believe independent media and responsible journalism are essential to 
peace and democracy. this is why have been active in international media 
development for more than 50 years. We now support projects in close to 
50 countries. Wherever we work, our aim is for every person to have the 
right to freedom of expression and access to independent information.  

Our expertise

We also have a strong focus on 
research. DW Akademie devel-
oped the media freedom nav-
igator by collecting 2,518 data-
sets on freedom of the press 
and human development for 
200 countries and regions. to 
do this, we critically evaluated 
country rankings published 
by the top five media freedom 
indices: freedom house’s free-
dom of the Press index, re-
porters Without Borders’ Press 
freedom index, ireX’s media 
sustainability index, the fried-

rich-ebert-stiftung’s media Ba-
rometer and Unesco’s media 
Development indicators. our 
study “Advancing freedom of 
expression – Using digital inno-
vation to foster article 19 in the 
global south” looks at how dig-
ital technologies can advance 
freedom of expression. for this, 
we consulted with 22 interna-
tional experts and examined 
16 projects from 14 countries. 
our online Digital innovation 
library presents these projects 
and the people behind them.

Our activities
 
When it comes to altitude, el Alto in Bolivia 
wins the prize. none of our other projects 
can top this. Working at 4,068 meters above 
sea level can be a major challenge but it 
also shows just how much energy and com-
mitment we put into our work. some 200 
dW akademie experts train and advise our 
project partners worldwide. Among other 
activities, they give support for developing 
sustainable business models, help establish 

journalism training programs and advise on 
the reform of public broadcasters. they work 
with minorities to give them a voice in the 
media, and consult with media companies 
and community media on how to take ad-
vantage of the digital transformation. our 
journalism trainers and media consultants 
also undergo regular training to develop 
the most effective and advanced solutions, 
together with our partners.

years
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Strategic Thinking.  
Targeted Action.

We realize that fostering functioning media systems 
requires a multipronged approach. That’s why we 
look at these systems as a whole. Our aim, together 
with our partners, is to understand the complexity of 
these systems and to develop approaches that can be 
used for making long-term, measurable changes.

We help create political and legal frameworks that are 
conducive to open social dialogues. We advise gov-
ernments and civil society on media laws, self-regu-
lation and the promotion of freedom of expression.

So that media workers can perform their core func-
tion of supporting the free exchange of informa-
tion and ideas, DW Akademie advises on training 
approaches and curriculum development. Our con-
sultants also work with media outlets in developing 
viable business models that sustain independent 
journalism.

In addition, we support the confident and critical use 
of media and advise on the development of partici-
patory media models. The participation of people in 
society, after all, means ensuring everyone’s voice is 
heard.

Myanmar
In Myanmar, DW Akademie is supporting basic and advanced training and development for jour-
nalists. In 2014, we began advising the country’s interim press council in its transition to a perma-
nent press council, and we are helping the state broadcaster, Myanmar Radio and Television, in 
decentralizing its programming. We are also focusing on developing community media in local 
languages for people living outside of urban centers.

Ukraine 
In Ukraine, we are working with the IAB (Independent Association of 
Broadcasters) as it develops e-training for regional journalists and me-
dia managers. We are also supporting Ukraine’s former state broadcaster, 
NTU, in its transition to a public broadcaster based on the European model 
of public service broadcasting. An additional focus is on professionalizing 
and networking citizen journalists and non-governmental organizations 
in eastern and southern Ukraine (Kharkov, Mariupol and Odessa). 

Bolivia
Our projects in Bolivia include the development of a 
vocational journalism training program in cooperation 
with the German development agency, GIZ. The one-year 
program combines theory with practice and is aimed at 
journalists who lack formal journalism qualifications. 
Benefits of the multimedia program include the acqui-
sition of independent research skills and the ability to 
appropriately judge the value of information.   

Tunisia
DW Akademie began working in Tunisia short-
ly after former president Ben Ali was ousted in 
January 2011. We originally held workshops for 
radio and television journalists in the capital, 
Tunis, as well as in smaller towns and cities. This 
proved a success, with partner radio stations 
significantly increasing the number of listeners 
and users. We now work exclusively in rural ar-
eas with local stations and non-governmental 
organizations. Journalism education has also 
been a focus since the start; we are advising the 
Tunisian journalism school IPSI on developing 
a more practically orientated and professional 
training program.

South Sudan 
We offer media professionals and 
broadcasters in South Sudan training 
in conflict-sensitive reporting and trau-
ma and crisis management. Faced with 
massive human rights violations and 
waves of hate speech, journalists need 
skills in reporting in a sensitive manner 
that deescalates tension. We also train 
South Sudanese journalists living in 
exile in Uganda and Kenya in mobile 
reporting so that they can report from 
refugee camps.
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In order to have transparent public communications and a vibrant 
media culture, it is essential for those who interact with the media 
to do so proficiently and professionally. Experts and managers 
from private organizations, companies and public institutions need 
media skills whether making a television appearance, moderating an 
event, giving a talk or using social media.

DW Akademie is Germany’s leading provider of international media 
training. We cover topics ranging from interview preparation to 
communication consultation, and from intercultural communica-
tion to the development of social media communication strategies. 
We offer media training programs to prepare for media appearances, 
to refine intercultural skills and to gain confidence in dealing with 
journalists and the public. 

In addition, we offer diverse workshops for media professionals, 
including TV hosting, mobile reporting and digital safety.

Media trainings, such as advising ministerial press offices or NGOs 
in countries undergoing democratic transition, are at times also part 
of DW Akademie’s publicly financed development projects. 

HoninG Media 
skiLLs. 
coMMUnicatinG 
eFFectiVeLY. 
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Every year, hundreds of up-and-coming journalists from all over 
the world apply for one of 12 places in DW’s journalism training 
program, which is one of the most challenging in Germany. The 
traineeship is open to those with a talent for languages and pre-
pares them for a career in multimedia reporting. 

As well as learning classic journalism skills, trainees have the 
chance to experiment with new ideas and approaches to telling 
stories. In the past, their innovative reporting has won a Grimme 
Online Award and a CNN Journalist Award. 

Networking is also an important part of the traineeship. Trainees 
work as interns at foreign bureaus as well as at a partner organi-
zation, such as Germany’s national broadcaster, Deutschlandradio. 
Trainees also participate in international conferences. 

Deutsche Welle’s International Media Studies (IMS) is a multidis-
ciplinary master’s program combining media management, com-
munications science, development cooperation and journalism. 
As a joint program with the University of Bonn and the Bonn-
Rhein-Sieg University of Applied Sciences, the IMS offers students 
from all over the world a combination of research, lectures and 
practical media experience. The full-time master’s program is 
aimed at up-and-coming journalists, media managers and those 
working in communications. Thirty new students are accepted 
every year. 

dW trainees and 
internationaL 
stUdents.
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“German on the go” is the concept behind DW Akademie’s free 
online German courses. The courses combine texts, audio clips, vid-
eos and interactive exercises and are designed for all levels of ability.

Beginners benefit from audio and support materials offered in 
nearly 30 languages, including Arabic, Dari, English or French. 

Advanced students can polish their language skills with music, tele-
novelas or even by listening to slowly spoken newscasts. There’s 
also plenty of material available for download for those who want 
to learn offline, and language teachers can take advantage of lesson 
plans and practical tips.

Our German online courses are extremely popular, receiving more 
than a million clicks per month. On social media (Facebook, Twitter, 
Youtube), our “Learn German” pages have more than a million fans, 
with numbers continuing to grow.

LearninG GerMan. 
MakinG Friends.  
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DW Akademie is Germany’s leading organization for media devel-
opment and Deutsche Welle’s center of excellence for education 
and knowledge transfer.

As a strategic partner of Germany’s Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development we strengthen the universal human 
rights of free expression, education, and access to information.

Learn more about our research and our work 
DW Akademie publications, including journalism handbooks, 
media development research, country profiles and discussion pa-
pers, can be downloaded from our website.  
dw.com/dwakademie/publications

Follow DW Akademie on social media 
Keep up with our projects and activities via Facebook and Twitter. 
We’re also on Youtube.
facebook.com/DWAkademie

twitter.com/dw_akademie

youtube.com/user/DWAkademieTrainings

Be part of the conversation 
Share and discuss ideas, experiences and research relat-
ing to freedom of expression, media development and 
digital transformation on our portal, #mediadev.
dw.com/mediadev

staY aHead WitH 
dW akadeMie.



Contact
Deutsche Welle
DW Akademie
Communications 
Kurt-Schumacher-Str. 3
53113 Bonn
Germany

T. +49.228.429.2034
F. +49.228.429.2060
dw-akademie@dw.com
dw-akademie.com
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