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SCENE THREE: MITUMBA VISITS MASAMBO 

• Mitumba (m, 50) 

• Nina (f, 40) 

 

SCENE FOUR: GULU AND LAWI RETURNING HOME FROM GRAZING 

 

• Masambo (m, 50) 

• Nina (f, 40) 

• Lawi (m, 20) 

• Gulu (m, 17) 

 

Narrator 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRO: 

Hallo and welcome to Learning by Ear. We are on the second episode of this 

conflicts and resolutions series, entitled, “The ways of our fathers”. In our first 

episode, we got a glimpse of Mitumba's and Masambo's families. Two families 

that live in the Kijani valley, but come from different ethnic backgrounds. We also 

saw, one example of how the Torube found reconciliation after a fight. We ended 

with Mitumba and his daughters enraged by something they saw at their farm. 

What was it? Stay tuned to find out, in today's episode entitled, “Up in arms”. 

And we pick up the story with Mitumba and his daughters right beside the river. 
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SCENE ONE: MITUMBA AND HIS DAUGHTERS BY THE RIVER 

 

1. SFX: WATER FLOWING IN A RIVER 

 

2. LELA:   What shall we do father? 

 

3. SHANI:    If they keep blocking the water from flowing into the 

farm, the crops will die. And we will have nothing to 

eat from all our toil. 

 

4. LELA:   We can't rely on the rainfall alone. We need the water 

from the river. 

 

 

5. MITUMBA:  (Furious) You think I don't know what this means? 

Lela, go and remove that rock which is blocking the 

water. Let us not act in anger. 

 

6. SHANI:   We are not making matters any better! 

 

7. LELA:   Yes, the Masambos think that they can sit on our 

heads and ride on our backs. 

 

8. MITUMBA:  Sssh! Lela, do as I have told you. I shall have a talk 

with Masambo. Lela! Do as I have said. 

 

(Lela acts out lifting heavy rock) 
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9. MITUMBA:  Shani, go and help your sister.. 

 

( Lela and Shani act out lifting heavy rock together) 

 

10. LELA:  (Takes a deep breath) Aii..This rock is heavier than 

the one they put here last time. 

 

11. SFX: STREAM OF WATER FLOWING 

 

12. MITUMBA:  Good. Now that water seems to be flowing back to the 

farm, we need to get back to work. 

 

13. NARRATOR: Mitumba has acted wisely and not aggravated the situation.  

Back at the grazing field, Lawi and Gulu had crossed the border into 

another territory looking for greener pasture, when all hell broke loose. 

They suddenly found themselves surrounded by the Kimbebe cattle 

rustlers, an armed ethnic group led by Dere. Keep listening. 

 

14. SCENE TWO: OUT IN THE OPEN FIELDS 

 

15. SFX: COWS AND GOATS MAKING SOUNDS 

 

16. SFX:  TWO PEOPLE WALKING THROUGH THE FIELDS 

 

17. GULU: (afraid) Lawi, are you sure we are still on our territory? 
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18. LAWI:  Do not be scared Gulu, the Torube are never afraid. 

Don't you want to tell your children and grandchildren 

stories of your adventures? 

 

19. GULU: I do, but that will only be if I live long enough to tell the 

stories.  

 

20. LAWI: Gulu, you have a terrible imagination. You should be 

imagining us discovering fresh greener pasture for our 

cattle. Then maybe we could all move away from 

Kijani valley. 

 

21. GULU:  And leave everything to the Koroma? No way! Guess 

what? After our cows finished drinking, I put a bigger 

rock to stop the Koromas from stealing our water. I 

think, this time they will not move it. 

 

22. LAWI:  Gulu, stop doing that. This small thing could lead to a 

major conflict. 

 

23. SFX: CAMELS APPROACHING AT A FAST PACE 

 

24. LAWI:  (Shouts) Run! Gulu! Run! These are the cattle 

rustlers from Kimbebe! 

 

25. GULU:  (afraid) But..but what about you? And the cattle? 
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26. LAWI:  (desperate) Don't worry about me or the cattle. Just 

run and hide! Quickly, they are almost here. 

 

27. GULU:  (almost in tears) Lawi, I can't leave you alone here. I 

will stay and fight with you. 

 

28. SFX: CATTLE START TO MAKE SOUNDS UNCONTRALLABLY 

 

29. LAWI:  No! We can't fight the Kimbebe rustlers with arrows 

and spears. They have weapons only our army has. 

Now go! 

 

30. SFX: CAMELS RIDING NOW EVEN LOUDER AND CLOSER  

 

31. DERE: (motions for the rest to stop) Eish! Stop everyone. 

 

32. LAWI:  (Coughing from the dust) Dere, Kimbebe leader, 

please don't kill me. 

 

33. DERE: Are you alone, on our territory?  

 

34. LAWI:  Yes, my father is old, and I am the only son. There is 

no more grass in the Kijani valley. That's why I drove 

the cattle this far to look for pasture. 
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35. DERE:  And this is not a set-up? Speak the truth, and I shall 

spare you. Where are the others? You normally move 

in groups. 

 

36. LAWI:  There is no one else, just me and these cattle that 

belong to my father. 

 

37. DERE:  Okay. I will only take the cattle, and spare your life. 

Riders! Let's drive the cattle to Kimbebe. 

 

38. LAWI: (shouts) Stop! I can not let you take away all our 

cows. You have to either take me with you, or just kill 

me.  

 

39. DERE:  (Laughs out) So it is true what tradition says. Torube 

warriors don’t fear death! Okay. You have impressed 

me, and since I am in a good mood, we shall take only 

half.   

 

40. LAWI: (breathes a sigh of relief) Thank you. 

 

41. DERE:  Don't thank me, thank your forefathers who were 

watching after you today. (calls out) Okay, only half of 

the herd, people. Only half. Let's move! 

 

42. SFX: CATTLE MOOING LOUDLY 
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43. NARRATOR: Conflicts are nothing new to Africans. We have fought and 

quarreled since time immemorial, but everything changed when guns and 

automatic weapons came into the picture. As we have seen from the 

Kimbebe cattle rustlers. How will Masambo receive this news? But before 

we go there, Mitumba had a bone to pick with him first. 

 

SCENE THREE: MITUMBA VISITS MASAMBO 

 

44. SFX: KNOCK ON A DOOR 

 

45. MITUMBA:  Masambo! Is anybody in here? 

 

46. NINA:  Hello Mitumba. Masambo is not here, I am Nina, his 

wife. What brings you to my hut? 

 

47. MITUMBA:  Nina. Where is your husband Masambo? 

 

48. NINA:  Masambo and my sons are not here. So I am the one 

in charge now. 

 

49. MITUMBA:  I will come back when they have returned. This is an 

issue between men. 

 

50. NINA:  Oh really? Let me see, first it's an issue between the 

men, then when they don't agree, it becomes a war 

between the men, but who suffers the most? Hmm? 
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51. MITUMBA:  I can't answer that. 

 

52. NINA:  You have two daughters. Your wife was abducted and 

has never returned. So you should know the answer 

better than anyone. It is the women and children who 

suffer the most. 

 

53. MITUMBA:  I did not come here to be reminded about my wife or 

my family. Just tell your husband and his sons, I have 

been watching what they are trying to do. And this is 

the last time we are removing that rock. Bye. 

 

54. NINA:  What rock? Eh? Mitumba, we do not want a return of 

the conflict between your people and mine. (starts to 

cry) We suffered a lot. 

 

55. MITUMBA:  You are not the only ones who suffered. Just pass that 

message to them. And remind them that silence is not 

a sign of weakness. 

 

56. NARRATOR: Just a few minutes after Mitumba left, Masambo arrived 

home. He had returned from a meeting with the tribe elders. But let's join 

Gulu and Lawi as they return home with half their father's cattle. 
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SCENE FOUR: GULU AND LAWI RETURNING HOME FROM GRAZING 

 

57. SFX: DISTANT AND FEW CATTLE MAKING SOUNDS 

 

58. GULU:  Lawi, how are we going to explain this to father. He 

will spit fire when he sees the number of animals left. 

 

59. LAWI: Fight fire with fire, he should be thankful that both of 

us returned alive with some of the cows. 

 

60. GULU:  I hope he is. How did you do it though? Did you 

negotiate with them? 

 

61. LAWI:  No, that was not the time or place for negotiations, 

Gulu. I just told them, if they take father's cattle, they 

might as well kill me! 

 

62. GULU:  (shocked) You did not! 

 

63. LAWI:  There are father and mother outside; hmm, they don't 

look so happy. This is not going to be easy. 

 

64. SFX: EVENING AMBIENCE IN VILLAGE 

 

65. MASAMBO:  (demanding) Where is the rest of the herd? 

 

66. NINA:  My husband, our sons have been out all day in the 
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fields, don't you even want to know how they are? 

 

67. LAWI:  Hallo father, hallo mother 

68. GULU:  Hallo father, hallo.. 

 

69. MASAMBO:  (Infuriated) I asked you a question. Where is the rest 

of my cattle? 

 

70. LAWI:  Father, I am sorry but I have some bad news. 

 

71. MASAMBO:  No! I have had enough bad news for the day! Don't 

tell me that my cows were stolen. Please don't tell me 

this. 

 

72. GULU:  (frightened) You..your cows were stolen, father. 

 

73. MASAMBO:  (furiously mad) I told you not to tell me that my cattle 

were stolen. 

 

74. NINA: (shocked) Woiii, when? How? Who? 

 

75. LAWI:  (Remorseful) It was the Kimbebe rustlers. They came 

so fast on camels with guns and other weapons. 

There was nothing I could do. I am sorry, father. 

 

76. GULU:  We are sorry.  Lawi was brave. He also rescued me by 

telling me to hide. 
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77. NINA:  Thank God you two are alright. Your ancestors 

watched over you. 

 

78. LAWI:  That's exactly what their leader said, when.. 

 

79. MASAMBO:  (Still mad) Out! Go and bring back my cattle! You feel 

no shame in returning here with a few heads of cattle. 

Out! 

 

80. NINA:  (Pleading) Masambo, my dear husband. Calm down, 

you should be glad that at least, our sons came back 

home safely. Cows, we can always steal them back. 

 

81. LAWI:  I promise you father, as sure as the sun rises from the 

east in the Kijani valley. I shall bring your cattle back. I 

will talk with other young warriors and we shall take 

revenge. 

 

82. NINA:  No, no no no. Let's not talk about this now. Please 

take the cattle to their shed, and come for your meal. 

Masambo, I beg you in the name of our forefathers. 

Let the children in. 

 

83. MASAMBO:  (calming down) Fine. You may come in. But this does 

not mean it's over. I want to hear everything. Every 

detail of where you were, what happened, and how 

many animals we have lost. 
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OUTRO: 

Cattle rustling is still one of the major causes of conflicts in Africa. What will 

Masambo and his sons do about their loss of cattle to the Kimbebe rustlers? 

And what next for Mitumba and his daughters as they battle for the source of 

water? This and much more, awaits you in the next episode of “The ways of 

our fathers”. A "conflicts and resolutions" radio drama. To listen to this 

episode again, or to send in your comments, opinions and suggestions.  

Visit www.dw-world.de/lbe. For now, it's goodbye from us.  

 


