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List of characters for episode 9:  

- Narrator /Philip, male (17) 

- Harry, male (17) 

- Layla, female (16) 

- Mat, male (17) 

- School Director, Mrs Milulu, female (48) 

- Father Barnabus (Harry’s Uncle), male (49) 

- Chief Dembele (Harry’s father), male (51) 

- Layton-Browne (Philip’s father), male (50) 

- Hassan, male (12)  

- + Students 
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1. SIG TUNE UP 

2. INTRO: 

Welcome to Learning by Ear and Episode 9 of our 10 part radio drama 

series “A Bridge over Gori”, which tells the dramatic story of how religion 

and politics drive a wedge between two communities, two families …and 

two young people, Harry and Layla, who are forced to hide their love for 

each other.    

Join our heroes as they discover the importance of dialogue, collaboration 

and tolerance. In today’s episode called “Reconciliation”, Layla comes up 

with a plan to resolve the dispute over the piece of land. Listen to Philip: 

he’s one of Harry’s best friends and tells you the whole story. Join us and 

find out if Layla succeeds!  

 

Scene 1.  In the Big Hall 

Philip, School Director, Students 

3. UBUNTU COLLEGE ANTHEM (FADE IN AND HOLD UNDER)  
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4. PHILIP/NARRATOR: I entered morning assembly with a heavy heart. I 

had made a fool of my best friend Harry over a girl 

I didn’t even know much about. Layla was 

someone I had always admired from afar, for her 

personality, her beauty and her brilliant mind. 

When our school Director read out the morning 

prayer, written by a Tibetan Buddhist, the words 

really hit home. I suddenly realised how ridiculous 

I was – and how much more I had to learn. 

5. DIRECTOR:  (reading) This life, you must know 

as the tiny splash of a raindrop. 

A thing of beauty that disappears as it comes into 

being. 

Therefore, set your goal. 

Make use of every day and every night. 

6. SFX: Murmur of students 
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7. DIRECTOR:  These early morning thoughts encourage us to 

think about our life, how we value it, how we 

spend it. We have witnessed religious intolerance 

on our continent. We have seen killings and 

torching of mosques and churches - all in the 

name of God. Here in Gori we want to show that 

there IS an alternative, through debate, free 

exchange of ideas and constructive leadership. 

Now they have suggested that Gori celebrates 

Reunion Day in 3 months time. For this, the 

municipality will stage a 2-day event for all its 

citizens. All schools can take part. There will be a 

Debating Competition and a sports track event, 

celebrating the minds AND the bodies of our 

future leaders (Laughter). Please have a 

wonderful day. 

 

8. SFX: LAUGHTER AND APPLAUSE FROM STUDENTS 

Scene 2.  In the school garden  

Harry, Mat, Philip, Layla, School Director 

9. SFX: Birds, students laughing and talking of students from a distance 

10. HARRY:  (sadly) Layla’s not talking to me, Mat! 
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11. MAT:   Is she mad at you about something, Harry?  

12. HARRY:  (sadly) It’s just a silly misunderstanding. Oh look- 

there is Mrs Milulu! And Layla is with her- they’re 

coming this way!  

13. SFX: Footsteps (2 people) on concrete 

14. ALL:  Good morning, Mrs Milulu! 

15. DIRECTOR:  Hallo Harry..., Mat..... Philip..... Layla has come up 

with a great idea for Reunion Day. Please explain, 

Layla.  

16. LAYLA:  Well, I was thinking- wouldn’t it be great if we 

could set the 2-day event on that piece of land 

that is dividing our communities - and our 

families, Harry…? 

17. HARRY:  Hey Layla – that’s fantastic! 

18. MAT:  As a symbol of reconciliation? That’s a brilliant 

idea!  

19. DIRECTOR:  Philip? You’re very quiet. What do you think? Your 

father has a lot of influence as editor of the Gori 

Tribune.  



DW Learning by Ear: Religious Dialogue: A Bridge over Gori.   Episode 9.  Author: Romie Singh  

 

 

6 

 

20. HARRY:  Would he support a newspaper campaign? 

21. PHILIP:   To keep the land from falling into the hands of 

any one religious group? I am sure he would be 

for that. I’ll ask him. 

22. DIRECTOR:  But feelings are still running high. How ready is 

our community for reconciliation? Harry?   

23. HARRY:  I have been working on my uncle to forgive 

Hassan and to withdraw his complaint made to 

the police. 

24. LAYLA:   (surprised) Harry – have you really? (happy) Oh 

Harry! 

25. MAT:  But someone should be punished for the arson 

attack.  

26. HARRY:  Yes - I was thinking of community service instead 

of a punishment.  Hassan – well, in fact all of us - 

could clean up the church and work together. 

27. PHILIP:  Look! Let’s be realistic. I don’t think you can ask 

Muslim youth to clean up the church. 
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28. LAYLA:   Why not, Philip? Let’s ask them! Isn’t that where 

real dialogue starts?   

29. HARRY:  Hmm. Look, cleaning the church is short-term, but 

how about we join forces and set up a kind of 

youth centre – with a sports club, for all of us? 

30. DIRECTOR:  Hmm… A multi-cultural centre? I like this idea! 

Let’s take one step at a time! Start by talking to 

each other. Reconciliation must come from both 

sides.  

31. LAYLA:   I want Harry and me to try and persuade our 

families to give up their fight for the land and let 

the Council keep it for communal purposes. 

32. PHILIP:   And I’ll talk to my dad. It’s about time I did. He can 

call for reconciliation in his editorial.  

33. MAT:   And I can offer to meet the boys at the madrassa 

and see how they think we can work together - 

long-term.  

34. HARRY:  (whispers) Come Layla. I owe you an explanation. 

Let’s go down to the river, under Gori Bridge. 

35. BRIDGING MUSIC 
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Scene 3. Under Gori Bridge 

Harry, Layla 

36. SFX: River, birds, cars noise from a distance  

37. HARRY:  Here we are. No one can see us under Gori 

Bridge! Now Layla, please tell me! Why were you 

upset after the Debating Club?  

38. LAYLA:  Oh. Um... I guess I was jealous! Roshi told me 

Marian had the hots for you! And if she gave you 

a crucifix... 

39. HARRY:  Yes, well she was trying to convert me to 

Reverend Emmanuel’s charismatic church, but 

then I honestly forgot all about it. Philip took it at 

some point. It must have fallen from his pocket. 

40. LAYLA:  Hah. Philip! I think he is deeply troubled by 

something. Look! Let’s forget the whole thing! We 

really do have more important things to think 

about.  

41. HARRY:  Right!  You and I should go now and talk to Bishop 

Uncle. And then to your dad. 
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42. LAYLA:  Papa asks himself every day what could have 

possessed Hassan to throw a petrol bomb at a 

church! He would really welcome peace between 

our families. 

43. HARRY:  And between us? Peace? 

44. LAYLA:   Peace Harry and love. 

45. SFX: Kiss and sigh softly 

46. BRIDGING MUSIC 

47. PHILIP/NARRATOR:  There they were! I had no chance with Layla and 

was slowly accepting it. Meanwhile, Father 

Barnabus was also discovering the power of 

Ubuntu in his own church.  

 

Scene 4. In church 

Father Barnabus, Ishmail Omer, Hassan 

48. SFX: Organ music in the background. Echo on footsteps 

49. FATHER B:  (angry) Mr. Omer? You! Hassan? What are you 

doing in my church? 
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50. MR OMER: (softly to Hassan) Speak, my son.  

51. HASSAN:  (shy) Father Barnabus. I am sorry for what I did. 

Really sorry. 

52. FATHER B:  (taken aback) Umm..sorry..yes..um..well... 

53. MR OMER:  Father, we both believe in one God. We call him 

Allah, but He is a forgiving God in both our 

religions. My son is truly repentant. He will do 

anything you ask. I too, as his father, take 

responsibility and ask: What can we do to make 

amends? 

54. FATHER B:  Um...well. I think pray. Let us kneel together and 

..yes, come – let us hold hands and all pray for 

God’s mercy, in our own way. 

55. SFX: Organ music up 

56. PHILIP/NARRATOR:  Later that day, as planned, Chief Dembele arrived 

at his brother’s house. He had come up from the 

rural areas. And now, when Harry and Layla 

walked in, both men stood up. Respectfully. 
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Scene 5. At Father Barnabus’ 

Harry, Chief Dembele, Father B, Layla 

57. ALL: (Exchange polite greetings) 

58. HARRY:  Father, Uncle, this is Layla Omer. 

59. CHIEF DEMBELE:  Layla! It is a pleasure to meet you.  

60. FATHER B:   Are you Hassan’s sister? 

61. LAYLA:  Yes, Father. And on behalf of my family I wish to 

express sincere regrets for everything that has 

happened. 

62. FATHER B:  Layla – your brother Hassan and your father came 

to my church this afternoon!  

63. LAYLA:   (surprised) They came…?  

64. HARRY:  (surprised) …To your church? 

65. FATHER B:  Yes. They asked for forgiveness. I was truly 

humbled. Then we prayed together. And I told 

them that I would withdraw the complaint against 

Hassan at police.  
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66. CHIEF DEMBELE:  Well done, brother! I agree that peace of mind in 

Gori is more important than a piece of land! 

(chuckles)  

67. LAYLA:   Thank you, Father Barnabus. Chief Dembele – may 

I speak?  

68. CHIEF DEMBELE:  Of course. Please take a seat. Harry too. Let us 

talk. 

69. SFX: moving wooden chairs, glasses, pouring water   

70. LAYLA:  Harry and I have a proposition. 

71. CHIEF DEMBELE:  You do? 

72. HARRY:  Father, Uncle, we would like the youth of our 

community – Muslim, Jew, Christian… 

73. LAYLA:   All the youth- 

74. HARRY: ...to build a multi-cultural youth centre on that 

piece of land. It will be called…  

75. HARRY+LAYLA: …Reunion Centre! 

76. BRIDGING MUSIC UP  
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77. PHILIP/NARRATOR: I knew this day would change my life. The way we 

were bonding at Ubuntu College, the way we 

were taking on leadership roles, seeking solutions 

to conflicts through peaceful means. And the way 

my father suddenly looked up and seemed to 

want to explain something that was troubling him.  

Scene 6. At the Layton-Browne’s in the evening 

Philip, Philip’s father 

78. SFX:  Background TV /radio noise  

79. PHILIP:  Papa – what is it?  

80. P’s FATHER:  Ai!  That photo! I should have torn it up years ago.  

81. PHILIP:  Who is that woman? Why is it on your desk?   

82. P’S FATHER:  Philip. It’s a long story… 

83. PHILIP:  Papa! What’s going on? Tell me!  

(Silence) 

84. P’s FATHER:  Haaah! (Sobs into his hands)  

85. SIG TUNE UP  
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86. OUTRO: 

And that’s all from Learning by Ear for today! Harry and Lalya have made 

up and Hassan has asked Father Barnabus for forgiveness.  

Please join us next time for our last and final episode of our radio drama “A 

Bridge over Gori”, and find out what is upsetting Philip’s father and how 

Harry and Layla’s families react to their plans for the future.  

And remember, if you want to hear the programme again or tell friends 

about it, please visit our website at w w w dot d w – world dot d e slash lbe. 

Goodbye for now!  

 

END OF EPISODE 9 


