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Learning Strategy – Looking Up Words in a Dictionary 
 
The dictionary can help you understand texts and express yourself well. Sometimes the 
dictionary is your only source of reliable information when trying to find out the meaning 
of a word. This worksheet looks at how to look up words in the dictionary in an efficient 
manner. 
 
When looking up words in the dictionary you would no doubt like to find them quickly. 
The better you know the German alphabet, the more quickly you will find a word. 
 
1.  Do exercises a) to e).  
 
a)  Put the following letters in alphabetical order: f, o, d, w, p, g. 
b)  Put the following words in alphabetical order: Kerze, Buch, Tasche, Regal, Papier. 
c)  Put the following words in alphabetical order: Metropole, Mexikaner, Mensch, Messer. 
d)  Put the following words in alphabetical order: Deutschunterricht, Deutschkurs, 

Deutschland. 
e)  Put the following words in alphabetical order: Butter, Bär, Büchse, Börse, Bohne, 

Banane. 
 
When you find a word in the dictionary, you find out all kinds of information about the 
word.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2.  What does the information in the dictionary mean? Answer the questions 

from a) to e). 
 
a) Why do the numbers 1., 2., 3. appear after some words? 
b)  Where can the pronunciation of a word be found? 
c)  What does ~ mean? 
d)  What information is also normally given for verbs? 
e)  How do you know where a word is separated? 
 
3.  Look up the words below in a dictionary and answer the questions from a) to 

d). 
 
a) What article does Katze take? 
b) Does trotz take the accusative, dative or genitive? 
c) Where do you separate the words amüsant, Ampulle and Altersheim? 
d) What are the participles for the words rennen, laufen and schreiben? 
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Answer Key 
 
Exercise 1 
 
a) d, f, g, o, p, w 
b) Buch, Kerze, Papier, Regal,  
c) Mensch, Messer; Metropole, Mexikaner 
d) Deutschkurs, Deutschland, Deutschunterricht 
e) Banane, Bär, Bohne, Büchse, Butter, Börse 
  
Exercise 2 
 
a) Because these words have several meanings. 
b) After the word is a phonetic transcription that lets you know how the word is spelt.  
c) ~ stands for the word that is being looked up. 
d) The 3rd person singular in both the present and past tenses are given as well as the 

past participle. The requirements of verbs are also given.  
e)  A point or dash between letters signals where verbs are separated.  
 
Exercise 3 
 
a) die 
b) Genitive 
c) amü-sant; Am-pul-le; Al-ters-heim 
d) gerannt; gelaufen; geschrieben 
 
 


